Essay #2: The Literary Analysis

What it is: 

A literary analysis is a type of essay that requires you to think, examine and write about an element of a piece of literature: theme, conflict, plot, rhythm, etc. The goal of writing a literary analysis is to take apart and look at some important or interesting segment of a literary work. 

Format: 

· Write a literacy analysis about a poem or short story we’ve discussed in class or that is in your textbook
· Between 4-5 double-spaced pages in length 
· Use size 12 Times New Roman font 
· MLA format for headings, style, & citations 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use at least two scholarly, secondary sources 

Important dates: 

· March 29: Draft due for peer review 
· Draft should be at least 2 pages
· You should have chosen your potential secondary sources but you don’t need to have incorporated them into your paper yet
· Put your draft in MLA format (with a works cited), so your peer-review partner can provide feedback about potential formatting issues

· April 10: Literary analysis due to TurnItIn by class time 

Details: 

The purpose of this essay will be to demonstrate you can argue effectively about literature. You should have a clear thesis statement that you then support with specific evidence throughout the rest of your essay. Your evidence will come from the text itself and from at least two scholarly, secondary sources. This essay is not a plot summary. Instead, it is a persuasive analysis in which you enlighten the work of literature you are writing about. 

To analyze means “to break into parts and examine the components.”  To interpret means "to offer possible meanings." The phrase "close reading" also is sometimes used to describe this kind of writing, as it requires close examination—detailed, careful reading sentence by sentence—of one or several small parts, sometimes as little as a line (in poetry), a paragraph (in short stories and essays, or a page or two (in books) to critically (thoughtfully and carefully) explain a work of literature. In literature and the other humanities, to interpret or critically analyze means to break a subject (such as a segment of a work of art or, in other fields, a culture, person, or event) into its constituent parts, examine these components, and offer a meaning—or alternative meanings—about each.

In your introduction and conclusion and throughout the body paragraphs of your paper, you should consistently quote and paraphrase the literary work that is your subject as you analyze parts and their possible meanings. These quotations and paraphrases help you support what you are saying by showing clearly just what the author of the work has written.  
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